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Origami Bible Stories for Kids

Folded Paper Figures Bring the Bible to Life!
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Reliving Stories from the Bible

The Bible is a fascinating book to read.

Love, hate, joy, tears, wrath, hope, giants, angels, wild animals, fighting, storms, snakes, wise men, kings, deceit, lies, revenge, redemption, birth, death—everything you need for a great story is together in this one big book.

Turn the pages and more and more stories unfold.

And now this set of origami Bible stories lets you fold them up again!

The Bible has always given artists things to paint, musicians things to compose, and architects things to build. It has inspired beautiful hand-painted books, stained glass, and lots of sculpture. The high drama of the Old Testament, and the lives of Jesus and his followers in the New Testament, have been a source of stories for writers for thousands of years.

So I suppose it was only natural that I was inspired by it too. I love to make things with paper, and all those animals and people cried out to be folded! I made lots and lots of new origami models, and chose the easiest and best looking ones to go into sets that tell some of the best-known Bible stories. You can also switch them around to make different tableaux of your own.

I have arranged the stories in the order they appear in the Bible. But some of the early pieces are the most difficult, so I suggest you start with a few easy ones first—the pieces with the fewest steps. Take your time, look at the diagrams carefully to see how each fold is made and how it will look when you’re done, and fold as precisely as you can. The lines and patterns printed on each piece of paper will help you. And you can use your own paper to practice. Relax, enjoy yourself, and you’ll be fine.

And in no time you’ll be looking at great Bible stories you’ve recreated yourself!
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How to Fold the Models

All of these models are easy to fold. The instructions have been drawn with standard symbols, and the origami papers have folding guidelines and numbers printed right on them.
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Fold this way
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Fold and reopen
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Fold around behind
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Fold the whole model over
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Next is a magnified view
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Next is a reduced view
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The centers of circles show which points or edges to bring together when folding.
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Bracket marks indicate things of the same width, such as when you fold halfway along an edge.







Bases

A common shortcut used when describing how to fold origami is to refer to a jumping off point called a “base.” Here are the bases used in this kit.

Waterbomb Base

The Waterbomb Base is quite common. Here is an easy way to do it.
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1. Color side down, fold and unfold corner to corner. Flip the paper.
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2. Fold the paper in half and unfold it again.
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3. Collapse the sides away from you along the creases you’ve made.
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4. This is the finished Waterbomb Base.



Fish Base

This base looks a bit like a fish without a tail. It has two flaps in the middle that can be used to make fins, legs, and all sorts of things.
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1. Start color side down. Fold and unfold to the centerline from the top and bottom corners.
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2. Fold the corners in to the centerline.
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3. Press down the folds to crease the paper underneath and the Fish Base is finished.



Preliminary Base

This base gives you four corners and four square flaps, joined at the top. It is the start of many things, including the Bird Base (see below).
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1. Start color side up. Fold and unfold from corner to corner. Flip the paper over.

2. Fold and unfold vertically and horizontally.
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3. Push two opposite bottom corners together while swinging two center corners over.

4. Here’s an expanded view of the finished base.



Bird Base

This base creates four flaps joined in the middle, which can be wings, legs, or necks. Start with a Preliminary Base (above).
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1. Fold and unfold.
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2. Lift the bottom corner, reversing the folds.
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3. Step 2 in progress.
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4. Repeat on the other side.
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5. The Bird Base.








The Story of Adam and Eve

The Bible begins with the story of the creation of the heavens and the earth, light and dark, dry land and sea, birds, fishes, animals, and finally, the first people. The story of those people is found in Genesis, from 1:26 through 3:24.

God decided to create a man in his own image, so he used some dust to make Adam. It was Adam’s task to look after the garden God had planted in Eden, and God had him name all of the things in it. But then he saw that Adam needed help with this huge job, and decided to create another human to work with him. He put Adam to sleep and took a rib out of his chest, and used that to make Eve. Adam and Eve became friends right away. God gave them full use of the Garden of Eden, except for a big tree in the center. He told them, “Eat anything you want, but don’t touch the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.”

But a sneaky serpent, who wanted to make trouble, whispered to Eve, “Why shouldn’t you eat it? God just doesn’t want you to be like him. Eat this fruit and you can be!” Eve was fooled and ate the fruit, and shared it with Adam. Right away they knew good and evil, and realized that they were naked in the Garden.

God came across them as he walked in the Garden. They knew they were wrong to eat the fruit, and were ashamed to be naked, so they had made clothes of fig leaves. When God saw the clothes, he asked, “What have you done?” and they told him. “For this sin, you must live in sorrow all your lives. Women must bear children in pain, and men must sweat and toil on the land for their food. And all people must die in the end, and return to the dust I made you from.”

And so Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden of Eden to become father and mother to all humans, and an angel stood by the tree with a flaming sword to make sure they did not return.







 

Adam

God created Adam in his own likeness, to look after the plants and animals in the Garden of Eden. Here he is, after falling from that state of grace, grandfather of us all.
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1. Fold lines 1 to 4 to make a Bird Base (p 5). Fold down on line 5.
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2. Fold up on line 6.
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3. Fold and unfold on line 7.
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4. Fold lines 1 to 4 to make a Bird Base (p 5).
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5. Flip the piece top to bottom.
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6. Fold the arms out on the 8 lines.
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7. Fold down on line 9.
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8. Fold down on the 10 lines.
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9. Fold all layers on the 11 lines, starting at the shoulders.
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10. Fold up on line 12. Flip the piece over.
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11. Fold, unfold, and reverse fold the hands on the 13 lines.
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12. All done!







 

Eve

Genesis tell us that Eve was created from Adam’s rib. This origami Eve is created from Adam’s step 8.
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1. Eve is folded just like Adam until step 8. Fold all layers on each side on the 11 lines.
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2. Fold up on line 12. Flip the piece over.
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3. Fold, unfold, and reverse fold the hands on the 13 lines.
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4. Here’s how Eve will look.
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5. As an option, fold her left arm in again. Then, instead of reverse folding the hand, pull the front layer up and squash the tip upwards to make a hand.







 

The Serpent

Snakes are feared in every society. Most are harmless, but in the Bible they are serpents, the embodiment of evil. Adam and Eve should have been more afraid, but in Eden they didn’t yet know how to fear.
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1. Fold the paper in half, color side in.




[image: Images]

2. Fold the paper up on line 1.
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3. Fold the paper up on line 2.
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4. Fold the paper up on line 3.
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5. Open out the paper, and refold it like an accordion, with a mountain fold at the center.
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6. Fold the neck up on line 4.
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7. Fold the head down on line 5.
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8. Fold and unfold the nose on line 6.
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9. Reverse folds 4, 5, and 6, outside for the neck, and inside for the head and nose.
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10. Fold the bottom of the tail inside the body on the 7 lines.
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11. Fold the body of the snake into a zigzag shape, and it’s done.







 

Angel

There are many angels in the Bible, and this piece is used to make several of them. First, there is the angel who kept Adam and Eve out of Eden with a flaming sword. There’s Gabriel of the Annunciation, and there is the messenger at the first Christmas.
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1. Begin with the Fish Base (p 5). Flip it over.
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2. Fold the two outside corners to the center line on the 5 lines.




[image: Images]

3. Fold the upper tip on line 6 to the place where the corners meet, and unfold it.
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4. Fold the tip on line 7 to the new crease.
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5. Refold line 6.
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6. Here’s how it will look. Flip the model over.
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7. Fold the wings down on the 8 lines.
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8. Fold the sides of the head on the 9 lines.
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9. Fold up the bottom tip on line 10, starting at the corners. Flip it over.
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10. Your Angel is done!







 

How to Make the Adam and Eve Tableau

This tableau shows Adam and Eve after they have already eaten the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. You can tell, because they are wearing their clothes of leaves. The Serpent is still with them, gloating, and the Angel stands watch.
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Fold back the right side of the garden backdrop to hide the tomb and show the tree of knowledge, and you have the Garden of Eden.
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Cut out and fold three stands, and push the figures into the slits to stand them up.
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The Story of Noah and the Flood

Many ancient cultures have stories of a great flood that destroyed everything and wiped the earth clean. There is one in a 3,800-year-old Mesopotamian classic, the Epic of Gilgamesh, for example. But the most famous flood story is the one of Noah, found in Genesis, from 6:5 through to 8:22.

God became unhappy with humans, who were always doing bad things and thinking evil thoughts. He regretted having made people in the first place. “I will destroy everything,” he said. But then he remembered Noah, who was a very good person, and he had second thoughts. He decided to spare Noah and his family, and all the animals and birds and plants that they would need, in the hope that Noah’s goodness would be passed on to future generations.

So God told Noah to build an ark, a huge boat 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet tall. It was built of gopher wood, carefully waterproofed with pitch, and fitted with enough rooms and windows and decks and doors to hold two of every kind of bird and animal, and all the food they would need during the flood. Noah sent the animals into the ark as the rain began, and after 40 days and nights of downpour, the water covered everything. Even the tops of the mountains were under water.

After the ark had drifted for 150 days, the water began to drain away, and the ship went aground on the top of Mount Ararat. When mountaintops began to show, Noah sent out a raven, and then a dove, to search for land. But there was none yet. A week later, he sent out the dove again, and it came back with an olive branch, a sign that land was drying out at last. The next time Noah sent the dove, it didn’t come back at all, and he knew the flood was over. God spoke to Noah and told him it was time to unload his family and all the animals, and to start refilling the world with their children.







 

Horses & Zebras

Some people call horses the noblest of creatures. Certainly Noah could never have left behind an animal as beautiful, and useful, as the horse.
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1. Start with the color side down. Fold the paper in half. Unfold and flip it over.
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2. Fold and unfold on line 1. Flip it over.
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3. Fold down on the 2 lines.
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4. Fold down on the 3 lines.
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5. Fold in half towards you.
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6. Fold and unfold on line 4.
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7. Fold and unfold on line 5, and open the paper out.
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8. Refold line 1, and flip the paper over.
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9. Fold up loosely on the 6 mark, and fold the model in half away from you.
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10. Pull up the head and crease on the 7 lines. Reverse fold lines 4 and 5.
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11. Fold down on line 8.
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12. Fold up on line 9.
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13. Reverse fold lines 10 and 11, and the Horse or Zebra is done.
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14. Optionally crease the sides of the body to give the Horse volume.
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The Giraffes

How did the giraffes fit in the ark? Did they stick out a window or poke through a hatch?
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1. Fold the top corners down on the 1 lines.
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2. Fold down again on the 2 lines. Note that the folds don’t start at the tip.
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3. Flip the model over.
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4. Fold down on line 3.
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5. Fold and unfold the 4 lines. They meet halfway between the top edge and the two touching corners.
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6. Fold the model in half away from you while pulling the neck up.




[image: Images]

7. Fold and unfold line 5 so that the corner meets the imaginary white line.
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8. Lock the fold from the inside as shown.
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9. Fold and unfold the head on line 6.
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10. Fold and unfold the chin on line 7.
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11. Reverse folds 6 and 7 to create the head.
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12. Crease the body to create legs and give the Giraffe volume.







 

The Bears

What would the bears have done aboard the ark? Most likely, they’d have just slept through the whole time!
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1. Start with the paper color side down. Fold the two sides in on the 1 lines.
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2. Fold the paper in half on line 2, and unfold it again.
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3. Fold the top corners in to the centerline on the 3 lines.
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4. Refold line 2.
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5. Fold the top layer back up on line 4.
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6. Fold the in half towards you.
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7. Fold, unfold, and reverse fold the hips on line 5.
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8. Fold, unfold, and reverse fold the top of the head on line 6, starting at the thick part of the back.
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9. Fold the inside corners of the nose and hips to lock them.
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10. Crease the body as shown to create legs and give the Bear volume.







 

The Elephants

There are probably more kinds of elephants in origami than any other animal. That’s probably because elephants are one of the most recognizable of all animals.
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1. Fold the top corners down on the 1 lines.
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2. Fold down again on the 2 lines.
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3. Fold and unfold on line 3. Flip the model over.
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4. Fold down on line 4.
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5. Refold line 3.
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6. Fold the model in half away from you.
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7. Fold and unfold line 5 so that the corner meets the imaginary white line.
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8. Fold the trunk down on line 6, starting where the paper becomes thicker inside.




[image: Images]

9. Fold the trunk back up on line 7, at the thick spot created in step 1.
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10. Fold the tip of the trunk down on line 8.
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11. Reverse folds 6 to 8 to finish the trunk.
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12. Crease the body to create legs and give the Elephant volume.







 

Lions & Tigers

Noah took animals on in pairs, male and female together. Lions look a little different from lionesses, so a couple of extra folds turns one into the other. Tigers don’t need the extra folds.
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1. Start with the color side down. Fold to the center on the 1 lines.
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2. Fold down on line 2.
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3. Fold in on the 3 lines. Flip the model over.
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4. Fold down on line 4.
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5. Crease the top layer on the 5 lines. Aim for the center of the circles, but only crease to the centerline.
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6. Fold the corners in on the 6 lines.
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7. Flip the model over.
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8. Fold the corners in on the 7 lines, and flip it over.
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9. Fold the top layer up on the creases while folding the model in half away from you.
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10. Fold the tail down on line 8. You don’t need to be precise.
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11. Fold and unfold the head on line 9.
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12. Pull the top layer of the head out and down, and crease line 10.
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13. Fold the tip of the nose inside the face on line 11.
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14. Crease the body to create legs and give it volume. Tuck the edges of the head under to make the Lioness.
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Sheep

There are lots of references to sheep in the Bible, from the sacrifices of the Old Testament world through David’s flocks to the Lamb of God and we ourselves, watched over by Christ the Good Shepherd.
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1. Start with the color side down. Fold to the center on the 1 lines.
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2. Fold and unfold line 2.
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3. Fold the corners down on the 3 lines. The corners will line up with the crease at line 2.
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4. Refold line 2.
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5. Fold the nose down on line 4.




[image: Images]

6. Fold the model in half towards you.
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7. Pull the head out and down, pivoting on the bottom corner. Recrease it.
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8. Fold and unfold the rump on line 5. The diagram shows how to find where to fold.
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9. Reverse fold line 5 and tuck the rump inside the body.
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10. Fold the corner over inside the body to lock the rump.
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11. Crease the sides inward to create the legs.



[image: Images]





 

Doves & Ravens

Noah first sent a raven to see if the flood was ending. When it didn’t come back, he thought it must be, but to be sure he sent a dove out as well.
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1. Start with the color side down. Fold up on line 1.
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2. Fold up on line 2.
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3. Flip the model over.
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4. Fold the top layer down on line 3.




[image: Images]

5. Fold in half towards you.
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6. Fold the wings over on the 4 lines.
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7. Fold, unfold, and squash fold the tail on lines 5 and 6.
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8. Fold the wings down on the 7 lines.
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9. For the Dove, fold, unfold, and reverse fold the beak on line 8.
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10. For the Raven, fold, unfold, and reverse fold the beak on lines 8 and 9.
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11. Fold the corners inside the head to finish the Raven.
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Dove
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Raven







 

Dogs

Hardworking dogs would have helped Noah look after the other animals on the ark, and after the flood receded. Dogs may be man’s best friend, but I’ve always thought of Noah as a cat person.
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1. Start with the color side down. Fold on the 1 lines and flip it over.
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2. Fold in half on line 2, unfold, and flip the model over again.
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3. Fold up on line 3.
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4. Fold down on line 4.
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5. Refold line 2, and flip the model over.




[image: Images]

6. Fold up on line 5, and flip it over again.
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7. Fold down on line 6.
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8. Fold up on line 7.
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9. Fold down on line 8.
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10. Fold the model in half.
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11. Pull the head down and recrease the front of the legs.
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12. Fold back the front of the legs. Tuck the corner under the head.
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13. Ready for companionship!



[image: Images]





 

Mice

Only two mice traveled on the ark, but it probably took them no time to return to their original numbers. Was Noah’s wife pleased to have them along, do you think?
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1. Start color side down. Fold on lines 1 to 4 to make a Fish Base.
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2. Flip the model over.
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3. Fold down on line 5.
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4. Fold and unfold on the 6 lines.




[image: Images]

5. Fold the 7 lines, and refold the 6 lines.
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6. Fold up the top layer on line 8.




[image: Images]

7. Fold down on line 9.
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8. Fold in on the 10 lines.
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9. Fold in half towards you, and rotate it anticlockwise.
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10. Fold down on line 11.
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11. Fold up on line 12.
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12. Reverse these last two folds.
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13. Fold the bottom edges of the tail inside the body.
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14. Your Mouse is all finished.
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Noah

Noah impressed God when God was unimpressed with the rest of humanity. God wanted to sweep the Earth clean and start again, and it was Noah he chose to help him. Noah was six hundred years old at the time!
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1. Start with the paper color side up. Fold and unfold on lines 1 and 2. Flip it over.
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2. Fold and unfold on line 3, and flip it back.
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3. Refold the three creases and pull the ends of line 3 in to the center.
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4. Fold the top of the head down on line 4.
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5. Fold the head back up on line 5.
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6. Flip the model over.
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7. Fold the two sides in to the center line on the 6 lines.




[image: Images]

8. It will look like this. Flip the model over again.
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9. Fold the two corners to the center on the 7 lines, including under the cloak.
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10. Pull the flaps up, spread them, and squash them flat. Step 11 shows how they will look.
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11. Fold the triangle at the bottom up behind Noah on line 8.
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12. Finished!
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How to Make the Noah and the Flood Tableau

This tableau shows Noah gathering the animals and leading them into the ark as the rain begins to fall.


[image: Images]

Fold back the left side of the backdrop so that the window is hidden and you can see the rain, and you have the bow of Noah’s Ark.
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Cut out and fold one stand, and push the Noah figure into the slit to stand him up.
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The Story of Moses and the Ten Commandments

The Ten Commandments, given to Moses by God, are one of the most important parts of the Bible. They are listed in Exodus 20 (verses 2–17) and Deuteronomy 5 (verses 6–21), and are followed by the story of the golden calf in Exodus 32.

In the third month after escaping from Egypt and leading his people across the Red Sea, Moses and the Israelites were camped by Mount Sinai. God called Moses up to him on the mountain, and told him that if they would obey his commandments, they would have a holy kingdom for themselves. So Moses went to his people and told them all the commandments and laws God had given him.

God again called Moses up to the top of Mount Sinai to talk more with him, and give him two tablets of stone on which God had written the Ten Commandments. But Moses was on the mountain for many days, and his people started to wonder if he would ever come back. They called on Aaron, his brother, to make them an icon they could worship and thank for leading them out of Egypt. Aaron gathered up their golden ornaments and used them to create a golden calf, which they made offerings to. This was just what God had forbidden them to do in the first and second commandments, and he became furious and promised to destroy the people. Moses managed to persuade him not to. “You brought these people out of slavery in Egypt; why destroy them now?” But he too was angry, so angry that he broke the stone tablets that God had given him, and ordered that the Golden Calf be ground into a fine powder, which he made the people mix into water and drink!

The people then promised to obey, so Moses prepared the Ark of the Covenant, a special wooden box covered with gold. God renewed the broken tablets, and Moses put them in the Ark with other special objects, and the Israelites went into the desert for many more years of wandering.







 

Moses

Moses is one of the most important biblical figures. In fact, he is said to have written the first five books of the Bible. He spoke with God, and with God’s help he led the Hebrews out of slavery, parted the Red Sea, and brought the Ten Commandments down from the mountain.
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1. Start with the paper color side up. Fold and unfold on lines 1 and 2. Flip it over.
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2. Fold and unfold on line 3. Flip the paper over.
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3. Refold the three creases and pull the ends of line 3 in to the center.
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4. Flip the model over.
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5. Fold the two sides to the center on the 4 lines.
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6. Fold the top of the head down on line 5.
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7. Fold the sides of the head in on the 6 lines.
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8. Fold the corners in on the 7 lines. Flip the piece over again.
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9. Fold the two corners to the center on the 8 lines, including under the cloak.
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10. Fold the bottom corner under the body on line 9.
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11. All done!
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The Tablets

Moses brought the laws God had given him down from the mountain on two slabs of carved stone: the tablets inscribed with the Ten Commandments.
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1. Start with the color side up. Fold the paper in half on line 1.
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2. Fold and unfold the paper on line 2. Flip it over.
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3. Fold the top corner down on line 3.
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4. Fold the corner again on line 4.
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5. Open the folds out and flip the paper.




[image: Images]

6. Refold the top layer on line 2.
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7. Flip the paper over.
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8. Pull out the top layer and squash the upper triangle.
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9. Partway through.
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10. Fold the corners on the 5 lines, and fold up the bottom on line 6.
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11. Flip the Tablets.
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12. All finished!
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The Golden Calf

When Moses first returned from the mountain with God’s Commandments, he found his people worshiping a golden calf idol made from their gathered earrings.
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1. Start color side down. Fold and unfold on lines 1 and 2. Flip the piece.
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2. Fold and unfold on line 3. Flip it back.
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3. Collapse the sides towards you as if making a Water-bomb Base.
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4. Fold and unfold the top layer of each horn on the 4 lines. Flip.
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5. Fold the top down on line 5, and flip the model again.
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6. Fold down the top layer of each corner on the 6 lines.
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7. Fold up the bottom corners on the 7 lines.
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8. Fold the model in half towards you.
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9. Fold, unfold, and reverse fold on line 8.
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10. Lock the fold from the inside as shown.
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11. Fold the horns back up.
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12. Pinch each horn to make a slight crease.
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13. Twist the horns forward slightly.
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14. Crimp the side to puff out the body.
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How to Make the Moses and the Ten Commandments Tableau

This tableau shows Moses just after he has come down the mountain with the stone tablets God had given him, and found his people worshiping the golden calf.
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Fold back the left side of the desert backdrop to hide the soldiers and show Mount Sinai, and you have Moses’ camp.
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Cut out and fold two stands, and push the figures into the slits to stand them up.
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The Story of David and Goliath

The Old Testament is full of fighting and battles, and the reign of Saul was no different. 1 Samuel 17 tells about an unusual battle, in which only two people needed to fight. But one of those people was a giant!

The armies of Israel and the Philistines were gathered at Socoh in Judah. The army of Israel camped on one mountain, and the Philistines on another, with a valley in between. And into the valley strode the champion of the Philistines, a giant named Goliath of Gath. He was said to be more than 9 feet tall! His spear was like a weaver’s beam, his brass armor too heavy for an ordinary man, and his shield was carried by a servant. “Send someone to fight me,” he called to the Israelites. “Whoever wins will take the other army as their slaves.”

None of the Israelites dared to fight him, because they clearly could not win. Every day for forty days Goliath called, and no one answered.

Then came David, who was a shepherd, bringing food for his three older brothers in the army of Israel. “What’s all that about? I’ll fight him for you,” he said. Saul told him he was too young, but David said “I protect my sheep from lions and bears. I can fight this man.” King Saul tried to give him armor and a sword, but David refused. Instead, he picked up five smooth stones, and went out to meet Goliath.

“Am I a dog that you come at me with sticks?” shouted Goliath. “Come close so I can kill you and feed you to the beasts and birds.”

But David took out a stone and put it in his sling, and shot it at Goliath. The stone hit the giant in the forehead so hard he fell down dead. David drew out Goliath’s sword and cut off his head, and the frightened Philistines fled as fast as they could.

“Who are you?” asked Saul.

“I am David, son of Jesse,” said David. This was before he became King David.







 

David

David is most famous for his encounter with Goliath, but went on to be a great king, warrior, musician, and poet. He is said to have written most of the Psalms, and the author of 1 Samuel calls him a man after God’s own heart.
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1. Follow the directions for Adam (p 7) to step 5. Fold and unfold on the 8 lines.
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2. Reverse fold the two arms.
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3. Fold down the top of the head on line 9.
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4. Fold down the two shoulders on the 10 lines.
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5. Fold in the top layers of the two sides on the 11 lines.
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6. Fold up the bottom tip on line 12. Flip the model over.

7. Tuck the two sides and bottom under the torso on the 13 lines.
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8. Fold and unfold the right arm on lines 14 to 16. Reverse fold the elbow.
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9. Here’s how the elbow will look. Fold the hand down. Step 10 shows how.
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10. Pull the back side of the hand out and down, and crease it as shown.
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11. All finished!
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Goliath

Goliath of Gath, the Philistine champion, was a giant. How big was he? No one knows, but it must have been pretty big, judging by the heavy armor and weapons he carried. His size made him frightening, but lumbering and slow.
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1. Follow the directions for Adam (p 7) to step 5. Fold and unfold on the 8 lines.
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2. Reverse fold the two arms.




[image: Images]

3. Fold down the two shoulders on the 9 lines.
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4. Fold in the top layers of the two sides on the 10 lines.




[image: Images]

5. Fold up the bottom tip on line 11. Flip the model over.
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6. Tuck the two sides under the torso on the 12 lines.
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7. Fold and unfold the arms on lines 13 and 14.
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8. Do an inside reverse fold on the left elbow, and an outside reverse fold on the right elbow.
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9. Here’s how the elbows will look. Fold the hands down and to the front.
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10. Here is the left hand part way through the fold.
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11. All finished!
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Goliath’s Shield

Goliath was heavily armored. His coat of mail, helmet, shin guards and the collar around his neck were all made of brass and too heavy for ordinary men to carry. His shield was as big as a door! But in the end, none of these things were able to keep him safe.
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1. Start with the color side down. Fold to the center on the 1 lines.
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2. Fold the bottom corners in to the center on the 2 lines, starting from the middle of each side.
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3. Fold the new corners on the 3 lines to the edge of the previous fold.
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4. Fold the corners down on the 4 lines. The diagram shows how to find where to fold.
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5. Flip the shield over.
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6. All finished.







 

Goliath’s Spear

Goliath’s spear was immense. It was said to be like a “weaver’s beam,” about two and a half inches thick, and the iron head alone weighed 15 pounds—as much as three ordinary spears. No ordinary warrior could have wielded it.
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1. Start with the color side down. Fold to the center on the 1 lines.
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2. Fold the spear in half towards you.
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3. Fold the top corners to the center on the 2 lines.
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4. Fold the corners to the center again on the 3 lines.
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5. Fold the tip down on line 4. Flip the model over.
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6. Fold the top layer down on line 5, while pulling the tip up from behind.
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7. Here’s how the finished spear head will look. Flip the spear again.
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8. Fold the two sides over on the 6 lines. The next step shows the fold in progress.
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9. Squash the top corners down as you fold.
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10. Here’s how it will look.

11. Fold the corners of the spear tip on the 7 lines.




[image: Images]

12. Here’s how the finished spear head will look.
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13. Fold up the bottom of the shaft at line 8. Flip the Spear over.
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14. All done!
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How to Make the David and Goliath Tableau

This tableau shows David marching out to meet Goliath in front of the army of the Philistines.
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Fold back the right side of the desert backdrop to hide the mountain and show the soldiers, and you have the Valley of Socoh.
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Cut out and fold two stands, and push the figures into the slits to stand them up.
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The Story of Christmas

The New Testament tells of the coming of Jesus, his teachings, and the works of his followers. All of this begins with the story of the first Christmas. Mary has already been told by God she will have a son. (That story is on page 48.) Luke 2:1–20 tells of the birth of Jesus, and Matthew 2:1–12 tells of the visit of the three wise men.

Shortly before her baby was to be born, Mary and her husband Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem to pay a tax to Caesar Augustus. They were late to arrive, and the only place they could find to sleep was an old stable. So that was where Jesus was born. Mary wrapped the baby in cloth, and laid him in some straw in the animals’ feed box to sleep.

Some shepherds who were watching their sheep nearby were visited by an angel, who told them the good news of the birth, which was for all people. The shepherds were afraid at first, but went to the stable to see for themselves. They were awed when they saw the baby, because they knew he was the promised Savior. When they left, they spread the news of Jesus, and the words of the host of angels who sang “Glory to God in the highest, and peace and good will to all the people of the earth!”

At about the same time, three magi, the wise men Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar, saw a bright new star in the sky, which they knew to be a sign of the birth of the King of the Jews. They asked Herod, the king of Judea, where they might find this new king. He sent the magi to Bethlehem to find the baby, and told them to return with news so he could go himself. Herod was worried he would lose his own crown to Jesus, and did not wish the baby well. The three magi followed the star to the baby Jesus, and worshiped him, and gave him kingly gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream of Herod’s jealousy and ill will, and returned to their lands by another way.







 

Baby Jesus

Baby Jesus was wrapped in cloth and laid in the straw, in the manger that usually held the animals’ food.
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1. Fold the paper in half, color side out.
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2. Fold on line 1.
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3. Fold and unfold the front layer on line 2.
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4. Fold up the corner on line 3. Unfold and flip the piece over.
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5. Fold the corner down on line 4.
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6. Fold again to the corner along line 5.
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7. Refold on lines 1 to 3, and flip the piece over.
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8. Fold up on line 6, so the corners just touch the edges.
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9. Fold everything down on line 7. Flip the piece over.
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10. Fold the front layer on line 8, while pulling the flap up from behind. Flip the paper over again.
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11. Fold back on lines 9, 10, and 11 to hide the extra bits.
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12. All done! Ready for adoration.







 

Mary

Mary was chosen of all women to be the mother of Jesus. She must have often felt confusion, shame, fear, awe, pain, and sorrow on his account, but she only spoke of love and hope.
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1. Start with the paper color side up. Fold on line 1.
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2. Fold back on line 2. Repeat these two steps for lines 3 and 4.
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3. Fold Mary’s hands on the 5 lines, along the centerline.
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4. Fold down on line 6.
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5. Fold up on line 7.
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6. Flip the model over.
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7. Fold the sides of the head in on the 8 lines.
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8. Fold the bottom triangles up on the 9 lines.
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9. Flip the model over again.
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10. All done!







 

Joseph & the Shepherds

Joseph was a respectable carpenter descended from ancient kings. He is often left in the background in the Christmas story. But what a great man he must have been, to be able to raise the Son of God as his own.
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1. Start with the paper color side down. Fold on the 1 lines, and flip the paper over.
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2. Fold the top layer in on the 2 lines, while pulling the corners out from behind.
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3. Fold down on line 3.
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4. Fold back up on line 4. 5. Flip the paper over.
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6. Fold the sides in on the 5 lines.
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7. Fold the sides of the head in on the 6 lines.
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8. Fold up the triangles at the bottom of the body on the 7 lines, and flip the model.
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9. You’re done.
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Caspar

Caspar of Tarsus was the youngest of the wise men, a king from Europe who brought a gift of gold. This was a gift from one king to another, a recognition of Jesus as King of the Jews.
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1. Start with the paper color side down. Fold on the 1 lines and flip the piece over.
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2. Fold the top layer only on the two lines, pulling the corners out from behind as you go.
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3. Fold down on line 3.
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4. Fold back up on line 4.
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5. Fold on lines 5 to 7, to tuck the front corners behind the head. Squash the folds flat.
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6. Fold the outer corners in to the bottom of the head on the 8 lines. Flip the model over.
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7. Fold on the 9 lines. Flip the piece again.
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8. Fold the feet up on the 8 lines until they stick straight out. Fold the body a little along the center to make it stand up.
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Melchior

Melchior was the second wise man, a king of Persia who brought Jesus a gift of myrrh.
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1. Fold the paper in half, color side out.
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2. Fold and unfold on the 1 lines.
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3. Fold down on the 2 lines.
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4. Refold the 1 lines and flip the piece over.
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5. Fold down on line 3.
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6. Here’s how it will look. Flip the model over.
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7. Fold down on the 4 lines.
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8. Pull up the loose bit at the back while folding on line 5.
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9. Fold down on line 6.
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10. Fold the bottom corners to the center on the 7 lines.




[image: Images]

11. Mountain fold the bottom on line 8.
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12. All done!







 

Balthasar

Balthasar of Saba came from Ethiopia, bearing a gift of frankincense.
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1. Start with the paper color side up. Fold and unfold on lines 1 and 2. Flip it over.
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2. Fold and unfold on line 3, and flip it back.
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3. Refold the three creases and pull the ends of line 3 in to the center.
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4. Fold and unfold on line 4.
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5. Fold up on line 5.
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6. Fold up on line 6.
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7. Refold line 4. Flip the piece over.
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8. Fold the corners in on the 7 lines. Flip the piece over again.
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9. Fold the inner layer on the 8 lines, starting from the tip.
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10. Flip the piece over.
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11. Fold on lines 9 and 10, and flip the piece over again.
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12. All done!
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How to Make the Christmas Tableau

This tableau can be arranged to show the birth of Jesus, the visit by the shepherds, the presentation of gifts by the three magi, or all of the pieces together. Jesus, Mary, Joseph, and the animals are present in all arrangements. Then add the shepherds and angel, or the three magi as you wish.
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Fold back the right side of the backdrop to hide the rain and show the star of Bethlehem, and you have the old stable where Jesus was born.
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Cut out and fold eight stands, and push the figures into the slits to stand them up.
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The Story of Easter

The life of Jesus ended with the drama of the Last Supper, the betrayal by Judas, the march to Calvary, and his death on the cross. But there starts the story of the risen Christ. This Easter story is found in Mark 16:1–11, Luke 24:1–12, and John 20.

On Sunday morning, the third day after Jesus’ crucifixion and death, his mother Mary and friend Mary Magdalene brought sweet spices to put on his body. They hurried to the tomb, which they had borrowed from Joseph of Arimathea. They wondered who they could ask to roll aside the heavy stone sealing the entrance, but when they got there, they found it was already pushed away.

Inside the tomb was an angel who appeared as a young man in a white robe, who said “You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, but he is not here. Tell his followers that he has gone ahead to Galilee, and will meet them there as promised.” The two Marys were very afraid, because they knew Jesus had died on Friday. Outside, Mary Magdalene mistook a man for the gardener, but when he spoke to her, she knew it was Jesus, come back to life. She rushed off to find the other mourning disciples and tell them she had seen him alive. But, of course, they didn’t believe her.

When the disciples visited the grave themselves, they found nothing but the shrouds that had covered the body. Jesus was gone, but they couldn’t believe he had risen and walked out by himself. Later in the day, two followers were walking to Emmaus, near Jerusalem. They were overtaken by a man traveling in the same direction. “Why are you sad?” he asked them. They told him of the death of Jesus, and the rumor that he was alive, but that because he hadn’t rejoined them, it might not be true. “Oh, slow of heart,” chided Jesus, because they didn’t recognize him.

Later, when the other disciples gathered, Jesus appeared to them and revealed who he was.

“Peace be unto you,” he said. He truly had risen!







 

The Risen Christ

The most sublime image of Jesus is the one of him standing before his empty grave, giving substance to his message of love, hope, and salvation.
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1. Start with the color side down. Fold in on the 1 lines, from the middle of the bottom edge and crossing the center a quarter from the top.
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2. Fold out on the 2 lines, starting where the edges cross the centerline. Flip the piece over.
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3. Fold down on line 3, at the same crossing point.
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4. Fold back up on line 4, and flip the piece over.
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5. Fold down on the 5 lines.




[image: Images]

6. Fold down on line 6, and flip the piece.
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7. Fold the top layer down on line 7, while pulling the head out from behind.
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8. Fold in on lines 8 and 9, and flip the piece.
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9. Fold on lines 10 to 12, and flip the piece again.
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10. All done!
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The Lily

What do lilies represent? On the one hand, they are symbols of purity. But on the other hand, they often symbolize death. That’s why we see them at Easter: the purity of Christ, dead and risen.
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1. Start with the Preliminary Base (p 5). Rotate it so the loose corners are at the top.
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2. Fold up one of the corners on line 1.
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3. Fold the new corner along the center line.
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4. Repeat steps 2 and 3 for the remaining corners.
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5. Pull the top corner down while folding the right side over on the center line. Crease on the 2 lines.
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6. Here is the fold partway through.
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7. Fold the remaining top corners down and squash them on the 2 lines.




[image: Images]

8. Here’s how it will look. Fold up the bottom tip on line 3.
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9. All done! You can use a bit of glue or tape to hold everything in place.
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How to Make the Easter Tableau

This tableau shows Mary (Easter Mary, in white) and Mary Magdalene (in blue) meeting risen Christ before the empty tomb. Lilies aren’t mentioned in the Bible, but they have been symbols of purity and death in art for hundreds of years, and are often displayed at Easter.
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Fold back the left side of the garden backdrop to hide the fruit tree and show the cave, and you have the tomb Jesus emerged from.
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Cut out and fold three stands, and push the figures into the slits to stand them up.
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Other Stories

This kit contains enough paper to make three more simple projects. “Daniel in the Lion’s Den” uses Daniel (use the folding instructions on page 30), King Darius (use the instructions on page 39), and all of the Lions (p 17). “The Annunciation” uses a Dove (representing the Holy Spirit—p 19), an Angel (p 10), and the Christmas Mary (p 37). “Christ the Good Shepherd” uses the Risen Christ with the shepherd’s crook (p 44), and several small Sheep (p 18).

Daniel in the Lion’s Den

Daniel was an honest, fair and hard-working leader appointed by King Darius, who planned to reward his good character with a big promotion.

When other kingdom officials heard this, they were jealous and wished to remove him from office. But they could find nothing to complain about to the king. So they decided to use his faith against him. They tricked the king into signing a decree that for 30 days, anyone in the kingdom who prayed to any god or man other than the king would be sent to his death in a den of lions. The king’s decrees, once signed, could not be reversed, even by the king.

Daniel was troubled by the decree, but continued to pray to God three times a day. The other officials gleefully reported this to the king. Darius regretted signing the decree but could not find a way to save Daniel. So Daniel was thrown to the lions and the door was sealed.

Darius was up all night worrying, and when dawn came he rushed to the lion’s den and called in, “Daniel! Has your God saved you?”

“Yes,” said Daniel. “He sent an angel and shut the mouths of the lions.”

Darius happily brought Daniel out of the den, and then sent in the scheming officials instead.

You can read the full story in Daniel 6.
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The Annunciation

God sent the angel Gabriel to visit Mary in Nazareth. Gabriel told Mary, “Greetings! You are blessed among women, and favored by God. Don’t be afraid, because you have been chosen by God to have a son, who you will call Jesus.… The Holy Spirit will come to you, and you will have a son, who will be the King of the Jews, ruler of the everlasting kingdom. He shall be the Son of God.”

Read about the Annunciation in Luke 1:26–38.

[image: Images]

Christ the Good Shepherd

Jesus once delivered a parable to a group of skeptical Pharisees, declaring, “I am the good shepherd who would lay down his own life to protect his sheep.” Sheep may go astray or be attacked by wild animals, but the shepherd will always watch over them, and never abandon a single one.

Christ the Good Shepherd is described in John 10: 11–18.
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