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  The birth of Moses


  Time went by and there were more and more Hebrews in Egypt. One day, Pharaoh Ramses II felt that there were too many.


  Pharaoh decided to kill every male Hebrew new-born. In a Hebrew family, a woman had just given birth to an adorable little boy.
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  To save his life, she laid him in a basket that she placed it on the Nile. Pharaoh’s daughter found the baby and decided to raise him as her own. The baby was called Moses, which means “Saved from the Waters”.


  Moses sees his people


  Moses grew up with the love and tenderness of his adoptive mother.


  He lived in luxury in Pharaoh’s palace. From his youngest age, he wondered why the Hebrew were slaves and had to work so inhumanely.


  Reaching adulthood, he realised the immense suffering of the Hebrew who had to build Pharaoh’s palaces under a scorching sun. The Egyptian guards beat Hebrew slaves. They were unfed, barefooted in the mud where they made bricks and never had a minute to breathe. These men were exhausted, skinny and often wounded or ill. These slaves were not respected; their lives were worthless for the Egyptians.
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  Moses chased from Egypt


  One day, Moses learned that he was Hebrew. He learned this from the workers that he regularly visited on the work sites. Under his eyes, an Egyptian guard was whipping a Hebrew to death. He turned around to make sure that no one saw him and pushed the Egyptian so that he would stop hitting his blood brother and unwillingly killed him. Moses got scared and hid the soldier in the sand, hoping that no one would have seen him.


  The following day, Moses came back to the site and saw two Hebrews fighting. He spoke to one: “Why are you hitting your friend?” The attacker answered “Who chose you to be our master and judge? Will you kill me like you killed the Egyptian?”
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  Moses, frightened, thought that Pharaoh would hear of his action and that he had best run away to avoid certain death. Pharaoh did indeed hear about Moses’ aggression and tried killing him. He chased him from the kingdom forever. Moses ran away and hid in the Madian Desert. He reached a small village and sat near a well.


  The Madian priest had seven daughters. They came to draw water and fill the manger for their father’s small cattle. Shepherds arrived and chased them. Moses took their side and helped them give their cattle water. They went back to their father and told him of their encounter with an Egyptian who protected them. Their father asked that this Egyptian should be brought before him to thank him. Moses told his life in Egypt and agreed to remain near Jethro. He married Zipporah, one of the daughters, and became a shepherd.
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  The burning bush


  One day, as Moses grazed his cattle beyond the desert he reached the mountain of God, Mount Horeb. On top of this mountain, the angel of God appeared like a burning bush. Surprised, Moses looked: the bush was on fire but did not burn. He turned around to see this strange scene and to understand why the wood did not burn.


  God called Moses from the centre of the bush:

  “Moses, Moses”.

  He answered:

  “Here I am!”


  God said:

  “Do not come too near, take your sandals off because the place where you stand is a sacred place. I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”


  So Moses hid his face away as he did not dare look at God out of respect.


  God said:

  “I have seen the suffering and pain of my people in Egypt. I heard their pain and cries. Now go, I send you to Pharaoh. Get my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt”.


  Moses answered God: “Who am I to find Pharaoh and to take the entire Hebrew people out of Egypt?”


  God said:

  “I shall be with you. You will tell them that it’s their Father’s God who sent you and that I prepare a new land for them and a life of abundance in Canaan”.


  Moses was afraid to fail in this difficult mission, fearing the refusal and wrath of Pharaoh and the Egyptians.


  God gave him a stick which would protect him and comfort him during his mission. God also told him that if Egypt refused to let the Hebrews go, the entire country would suffer a series of natural disasters. Moses spoke again and said: “And if they do not believe me and do not listen to my voice and tell me: “You are lying, God did not appear before you?”


  “Throw the stick you are holding on the ground!” ordered God.


  Moses threw the stick on the ground and it changed into a snake. Moses was scared.


  But God continued:

  “Move your hand and grab the snake by the tail”.


  Moses brought his hand near the snake and it became a stick. God reassured him and told him to trust Aaron, his brother, who would help him in his mission. The stick would represent God’s presence.
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  Moses returns to Egypt


  Moses returned to his father-in-law Jethro and told him of his encounter with God and his mission to free his people in Egypt. Jethro answered: “Go in peace”.


  Moses left with his wife Zipporah, his son, Aaron and his family reached Egypt. When they arrived in Egypt, Aaron and Moses gathered the Hebrews. Aaron repeated every single word that God had told Moses. The people believed him and rejoiced, as God had seen their misery and wanted their well-being. They prayed God to thank him for a long time.


  Moses and Aaron went to find Pharaoh and told him”: “God has spoken, the God of Israel: Let my people go, that he may celebrate me in the desert”. Pharaoh answered: “Who is this God who wants me to listen to his voice and free the Hebrews? I do not know God and will never let the Hebrew go!”
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  Moses and Aaron explained to Pharaoh that he must listen to the voice of God. Failing this, a series of catastrophes would strike Egypt.


  Pharaoh refused to let the Hebrew slaves go, as they were responsible for the country’s growth and riches. He decided to make the slaves work harder and to make their lives harsher still. He wanted to brutalise them when their work was not finished on time. The Hebrews revolted and Moses was very disappointed by Pharaoh’s punishment. But God reaffirmed that he would free the people and the Hebrews would no longer be slaves. Pharaoh refused to listen to the complaints of the slaves and to the many requests of Moses.


  The Hebrews suffered more and more and did not believe in Moses.


  They thought that God had abandoned them forever and no longer trusted him.


  The ten plagues


  Moses begged Pharaoh to listen to God and free his people but every time, Pharaoh refused to hear him.


  One day, upon God’s request, Moses threw his stick on the floor before Pharaoh. It changed into a snake. The palace magicians also threw their sticks on the floor and they too changed into snakes. Moses’ stick swallowed all the others. But Pharaoh did not listen and his heart hardened even more, just like God had predicted. After this refusal, the Hebrew people understood that a series of natural disasters was about to strike Egypt. Ten plagues set over Egypt and Pharaoh’s magicians could do nothing to prevent that. They were to be called the ten plagues of Egypt.


  
    	First, the water of the River Nile and every other waterway in the land changed into blood. No one could drink water and all the fish died.


    	Then, thousands of frogs emerged from the river and invaded every house in the country.


    	Next, the dust from the ground changed into mosquitoes. Thousands of them crawled on the people and animals of Egypt.


    	After that, thousands of horse flies invaded the houses of the Egyptians and the country was ruined.


    	The plague infected every herd in the fields of Egypt, and also the horses, donkeys, camels, bulls and small cattle. All the herds died.


    	Then, all the Egyptians had pustules. Animals and magicians were also covered in blisters.


    	Next, a terrifying hail and violent storm broke over the entire country except where the Hebrews lived.


    	After that, thousands of locusts covered the ground, trees and plants and ate everything that the hail had not destroyed.


    	Then, the country was plunged into a terrible darkness for three days. The Egyptians could not do anything during those three days. But all Jews enjoyed light from where they lived.


    	Finally, the tenth plague was announced. It was the most severe: God killed every first-born child in Egyptian households.
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  But still Pharaoh would not change his mind!


  The death of all Egyptian first-born


  The Egyptians were struck by every plague of Egypt, but the Hebrews escaped them all. Pharaoh had understood this but his heart continued to harden day after day. Whenever calm returned to the country and when Egypt was better, Pharaoh would forget about the plagues and continued torturing his slaves. Before each natural disaster, Moses always warned Pharaoh. This only lasted a few days and afterwards, things went back to the way they were. Until the day when Moses finally warned Pharaoh about the last plague, the worse of them all.


  Accompanied by Aaron, Moses came to the palace and predicted the death of every single first born child in Egypt, both human and animal. He reminded Pharaoh that if he did not free the people, this terrible plague would hit all Egyptians in a few days. Pharaoh did not listen and did not believe Moses’ words, like every time before.


  Upon God’s request, Moses spoke to the entire Jewish people and asked him to choose small cattle amongst the goats and sheep. He also asked him to eat the animal and take some of his blood to paint it on the door of the houses. Thus, the Israelites’ houses were spared whilst all others were burned.


  “Tonight, the curse will hit all the Egyptian houses and will kill all Egyptian first born, but your houses will not be affected”. This night is the most important for the Jewish people; it marked the first “Passover”. Moses also told them to eat azyme bread (unleavened bread) for seven days to remember this day.


  In the middle of Passover night, the curse hit every first born in the country, including Pharaohs first born, who would rule one day, and the first son of prisoners, poor people, and the first born of all cattle! Thousands of children lost their lives, as did thousands of men and women and animals.


  Pharaoh was horrified, along with all the other Egyptians. Soon the entire Egyptian people would be exterminated. Pharaoh placed his beloved son in the arms of the Egyptian gods and started crying. He realised that God was right and that everything he had forecasted had happened.
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  Moses frees the people


  Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron during the night and told them:


  “Get up, leave my People, you and the Israelites, and go and serve your Gods, like you have asked. Take your cattle. Go and pray for me!”


  The hearts of the Israelites were filled with joy. They were finally going to be free and would be able to start a new life.


  Before they left, the Egyptians gave them golden objects and clothes and the Hebrews emptied their houses and tents and gathered their cattle. They thanked God for freeing them from slavery. A huge crowd accompanied with thousands of animals took the road to the land of Canaan, led by Moses, stick in hand. God was with them, walking by their side.


  All day, God led them in a cloud to show them the path and at night, in a column of fire to light their way. They thus managed to walk day and night.


  When Pharaoh was told that the entire Hebrew people had left and that construction work on his palaces and cities had stopped, he had a change of heart towards the Israelites. He asked himself: “What have we done there? Why did they let the Hebrew people go free, how could we let them abandon their services and their work?”
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  Pharaoh’s chariot was harnessed and he led his entire army. He took six hundred of Egypt’s best chariots. Each was driven by an officer and drawn by the quickest horses. Egyptians started chasing the Israelites and re-joined them in the desert as they were camping on the banks of the Red Sea. As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites saw that Pharaoh’s army was chasing them. They were very scared and revolted against Moses. They told him:


  “Were there not enough tombs in Egypt that you had to take us away into the desert to die? Why did you take us away from slavery? Let us serve the Egyptians, it is better that we should serve them than die in the desert”. Moses reassured them: “Don’t be afraid! You shall see what God accomplishes today to save you. The Egyptians that you see before you, you will never see again. Stay quiet. God will protect you”.


  The crossing of the Red Sea


  Then, a column of fire prevented the Egyptian army from getting nearer from the Israelites. But the Hebrews were trapped between that column of fire and the Red Sea. Suddenly, the wind started blowing and split the waters in two. The sea opened on a dry passage in between these two huge water columns.


  The people thanked God and, led by Moses, went through the water column between the sea walls. After a few kilometres’ walk, the people arrived to the other side of the sea. They turned back and saw that the Egyptians were chasing them. The army also crossed the sea. The people once again revolted against Moses, convinced that they would be imprisoned again. Moses reassured them and asked them to trust God.


  Suddenly, the wind went down and the two columns of water tumbled down, closing the walls of water and drowning the entire army.


  No one survived. The people were saved and started shouting and singing with joy for God. The people were certain that God had saved them and freed them from slavery forever.


  From that day, the entire people believed in God and saw what God had accomplished to protect them.


  [image: images]


  Heavenly Manna


  The joy of the passage did not last long. On the road through the desert, the Hebrews encountered several hardships. The Hebrews even regretted the days of slavery.


  They forgot what God had done for them. They were angry at Moses and Aaron and told them:


  “We would have been better off dying in Egypt, where we had meat and bread to eat! You took us out of Egypt to starve to death in this desert”.


  God then told Moses:

  “I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel. Tell them that they will eat meat after sunset and that they will receive an abundance of bread tomorrow. They will then recognise that I am the true God and that I will forever protect them”.


  The next day, God sent miraculous food from the skies and it covered the whole desert. As the people saw this, they wondered what it was. Moses replied: “This is the bread that God sends you to eat”. And the people had meat and bread to eat every day. Moses asked them not to save any bread.
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  Those who had saved bread found that it was infested with worms. God told them that they would get bread for six days.


  On the sixth day, he told them to put some aside for the next day and to rest for one day. The people did not find bread on the seventh day, and the bread from the previous day was not worm-infested. This was the Sabbath, which the people respected.


  Soon afterwards, the Hebrews started complaining that they were thirsty. They told Moses: “Give us water to drink! Will you let us die of thirst in this desert?” Moses shouted to God: “What will I do with these people?


  They are never satisfied; there is never enough for them… Soon they will stone me!”


  God sent Moses to a rock and asked him to hit the stone with his stick. Water came out and the people could drink. Moses made this place a place for praying to thank God and ask for his forgiveness because his people had not trusted him.


  The Ten Commandments


  One day, the Hebrews had been subjected to an attack by another tribe in the desert. They came out victorious from this battle thanks to the presence of God. Then, they entered into the Sinai Desert where they set up camp right in front of the Mount. The Lord called Moses from the top of the Mount and told him that he was going to make a Covenant with his people.


  God told Moses:

  “I will come to you in a heavy cloud and all will hear as I speak to you.

  I put all my trust in you”.
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  Moses went back to his people and told them about the covenant that God wanted to conclude.


  A few days later, thunder and lightning struck as a heavy cloud went down on the Mount and the sound of a trumpet was heard.


  Everyone trembled in the camp. Moses told everyone to leave the camp and to go and meet God. They stood at the foot of the mountain.


  Mount Sinai was lit up as the Lord had come down amongst the flames. The sound of the trumpet intensified.


  Moses spoke, heart filled with love, in wonder and eyes lowered, as he did not dare look at God. God asked Moses and Aaron to prevent the priests and the people from climbing up the mountain, as they lacked faith to meet him.
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  God appeared before Moses in a great light, the sky was made up of bright colours: reds, oranges, yellows were all bathed in a warm heat that spread over the entire mountain.


  Moses told the people all of God’s words and commandments that would make God’s people happy and free. The people answered: “All these words that God has spoken we shall respect.” Moses put in writing the word of God on tablets of stone. Then, as he got up early in the morning, he built an altar of stones.


  These Ten Commandments are like milestones, they indicate the path that leads to God. Following this road is choosing the path to happiness. Straying away from this road means choosing the road to unhappiness and evil, for it is impossible to be happy if you harm and destroy others.


  Here is a summary of the Ten Commandments engraved in the two stone tablets:
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  The golden calf


  Moses came down from the hill. Joshua, who accompanied Moses, heard the clamour from the people and told him. “There are cries of war in the field.” Moses replied: “These are not victory clamours or defeat cries, these are songs that we hear!”


  As Moses approached the field, he noted a golden calf surrounded by dancing people. Moses was so furious that he threw the tablets he was carrying on the ground. They immediately broke and Moses burned the golden calf, which broke in a thousand pieces. He took the remains of the golden calf that the people had sculpted, burned them and reduced them to cinders.


  Moses told his brother Aaron: “What has the people done to you that you took it into a sin so grave?” Aaron replied: “Do not be angry! You know that the people are unhappy and are not capable of trusting God! As it did not know what had happened to you, they asked me to make them gods that they could see with their own eyes and adore. I asked them if they had gold to give and melted it. The calf came out of the molten gold”. The next day, Moses told the people that they had committed a great sin and that they had to climb up the mountain again to ask for his forgiveness. Disappointed, Moses turned to God and said: “Alas, the people has committed a great sin: they have built golden gods. Please forgive them and teach them to trust you!”


  God replied:

  “Go and lead the people to the place I indicated you and I shall protect you and the people”.
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  The road to the Promised Land


  Moses knew it would not be easy to convince the people of Israel to follow the Ten Commandments. Moses conveyed the laws several more times, recalling respect to the poorest, foreigners, widows and orphans. Every human being must be fair, honest, and humble. Moreover, one should not judge or ask for the death of someone else. Similarly, one cannot take revenge or hold a grudge against someone. One must love the other as oneself. Everyone must share their goods to help the poor.


  Moses then returned to the mountain during forty days, when he met with God again. He received new tablets of the Law. This time, he placed them in a precious wood box covered in gold. The box received a name: the “Ark of the Covenant”. To shelter the Ark, Moses built a tent. A curtain was placed before the Ark to make it into a sacred place, one that only Moses could enter.
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  Throughout time, the people approached the Holy land. Moses had a hard time keeping his people in the Faith, trust and faithfulness. He crossed the land of Moab, where King Balak refused the right of passage. Worried, the King called upon a magician called Balaam. Balaam set on his path to the Hebrew people. But his ass refused to go on her way three times. Balaam hit her with his stick. Then he understood that the Angel of God stopped her from going forward to protect the People led by Moses. Balaam begged the Angel of God for mercy and turned back to return to the King Balak of Moab, blessing Israelites instead of pushing them away. The Hebrews crossed Moab’s country.
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  The death of Moses and Joshua’s calling


  Moses’ path comes to an end. With authority and mercy, he has led the people to take the Covenant with God seriously. He has led his people to the doors of the Promised Land.


  Moses thanks God and tells the people: “Listen Israel: the Lord our God is Unique. You will love the Lord our God with all your heart, soul and strength. Keep God’s Commandments in your heart and pass them on to your children. Listen to your God and put his word in practice. Choose truth, life in justice and do good”.


  Then, Moses climbed Mount Nebo, which is situated in front of Jericho. God let him see the entire country.


  The Lord told him:

  “The land you see, I have promised to give it to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. You will see it, but you will not enter it”.


  Moses died there, in Moab country. He was buried in the valley, in serenity and peace. The Israelites cried Moses for thirty days.


  Joshua, his most faithful disciple and friend, led the people to the Promised Land. Moses had blessed him before dying. The people will remember Moses as a prophet who served and listen to God in infinite trust and love.
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  The passage of the Jordan


  God spoke to Joshua:

  “Moses is dead, get up! Cross the Jordan River before you with the people and go to the land I give them. Be strong and hold on, for you will take our people to the country I promised to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and Moses. Keep the Law I gave Moses. God is with you every step of the way”.


  Joshua got up early and left will all the Israelites. They walked to the Jordan River. The Ark of the Endeavour crossed first, carried by priests and followed by the people.


  As soon as the feet of the bearers of the Ark had touched the water, the current stopped and the waters split open into two. The priests carrying the Ark crossed the river dry, as did the people.


  In the middle of the crossing, God asked Joshua:

  “Take twelve stones from the Jordan River.

  Take these twelve stones with you and place them where you will spend the night”.


  Joshua called upon the entire people, which bowed to the order of God. The twelve stones will forever remind us that God split the water of the River to make passage for his people.


  When the entire nation had crossed the River, the waters returned to the riverbed and started flowing like before.
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  Arriving in Jericho


  The people then climbed up to the city of Jericho. The Israelites reached the limits of the city and erected the twelve stones they had taken from the Jordan. They make it into a place for prayer and memory. Unfortunately, other people inhabited the land of Canaan and their kings were preparing to refuse entry to the city of Jericho to the Israelites.


  Jericho was surrounded and barricaded. Great big walls encircled the city. No one could enter or exit. God then told Joshua how to penetrate the city.


  Under God’s orders, the Ark of the Covenant was carried by priests and preceded by seven other priests, who each blew their trumpet during the march. They circled the city, going round once, and then returned to the campsite, where they spent the night. They did this for six days.


  On the seventh day, having gotten up at dawn, the priests circled the city seven times. The seventh time, they blew the trumpets and Joshua told the people:


  “Give a shout of war, for God is giving you the city!” The whole people shouted loudly and terrifyingly, the priests blew their trumpets as hard as they could as the walls came tumbling down. Immediately, Jericho fell into the hands of the Israelites.


  It was a huge victory for the Israelites. The Ark of the Covenant shone in all its glory. The Israelites continued their journey and conquered many other cities. Unfortunately, once again, the people forgot the Covenant with God and spent its time fighting to get into the Promised Land to live in peace!
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  The Promise


  Joshua continued to serve God and constantly reminded the people of the Covenant made with Moses and the Ten Commandments, but it was difficult. The Israelites were tempted to believe in other gods adored by the other people and tribes. After many conflicts, Joshua called the people to choose once again God, reminding them what He had done for them: he had taken them out of Egypt, who had helped them cross the Red Sea, who had fed them in the desert and made them cross the Jordan River dry. He reminded the people of all the proofs of love God had shown. The people answered Joshua: “We want to serve the Lord our God and we want to obey his will”.


  That day, Joshua took a large stone and stood it up to recall this promise.


  Joshua died at peace and was buried in Mount Ephraim. Before dying, he had asked the people to promise to protect the Ark of the Covenant as it was the living word of God. The Ark of the Covenant is adored in a small temple on Mount Silo, seen by all.
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